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On Oct. 8 in New York, a special high-level council created by UN Secretary General Javier Perez
de Cuellar reported that the huge gap between over-consumption and underconsumption world-
wide disturbs the planet's ecological balance and is responsible for a growing number of natural
disasters. Experts say that in the past three decades, the frequency of large-scale natural disasters
has increased fivefold, and total economic losses, threefold. The council met with Perez de Cuellar
to review plans for raising awareness and preparedness for natural disasters, as well as establishing
preventive mechanisms. Former Mexican president Miguel de la Madrid, who chaired the six-
member group meeting, said the world's rich and poor nations must share responsibility for natural
calamities. He told reporters over-population and urbanization add to risks faced by millions of
people who live in areas sensitive to earthquakes, volcanic explosions, floods and locust attacks. In
1989, the UN General Assembly declared the 1990s as the international decade for natural disaster
reduction, and a group of experts has prepared an action plan. In 1990 and 1991, volcanic eruptions
took place in Japan and the Philippines, massive earthquakes in Iran and the Soviet Union, floods in
China and devastating cyclones and flooding in Bangladesh. A 1990 study by the UN Disaster Relief
Office (UNDRO) found 17 most disaster-prone countries lost up to 2.5% of GDP since 1970. In six of
these nations, losses were estimated at over 5%. (Basic data from Inter Press Service, 10/08/91)
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